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SIVANCE MILLIKEN
EMPLOYEE DONATION
The ACEC kicked off the year, receiving funding
from Milliken Chemical. We hosted a recruitment
roundtable for Alachua County Public Schools.
Human Resource recruiters from civil, chemical,
software, and environmental engineering and an
education recruitment service shared best practices
in recruiting teacher.

College Signing Day
More than 30 students glided across the stage with
glee in the proclamation of their post-secondary
plans at the inaugural Gainesville College Signing
Day.

Parents,

family

members,

school

administrators, friends, and members of the Greater
Gainesville community gathered to celebrate these
students for their scholastic achievements and
praise them for pursuing post-secondary education,
whether

a

4-year

university,

2-year

college,

vocational training or the military. The Alachua
County Education Compact (ACEC) piloted this
event at Celebration Pointe to celebrate graduating
seniors. Celebration Pointe served as one of seven
sponsors of the event.
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COMPACT SIGNER'S DINNER
Superintendent Karen Clarke was the keynote for the
2019 Compact Signer's Dinner. More than 65 guests
attended the dinner to learn more about the Career
Technical Education center National Center for Arts
and to hear Clarke share the pressing needs of the
school district and the ways the business community
could assist.

ED-U-CHAT
Jim McKenzie, Headmaster, The Rock School, and
Author & Speaker Bill Latham spoke about the future
of

education.

Latham's

book

"Humanizing

the

Education Machine" is the result of studying exemplar
schools across the United States for more than two
years.

Attendees

were

able

to

listen

to

the

presentations and ask questions.

CAREER DISCOVERIES DAY
Despite chilly weather, the halls of Buchholz High
School were filled with voices of chatter and intrigue
as more than 200 middle and high school students,
their parents, and the local business community
attended the 5th annual Career Discoveries Day on
Saturday, November 12, 2019.
The Greater Gainesville Chamber's Alachua County
Education Compact and its partners Santa Fe College
and the Alachua County Public Schools (ACPS) hosted
Career Discoveries Day to offer students and their
parents a sneak-peek into local, emerging career
opportunities

in

distribution

and

trade,

business

support services, agriculture science and technology,
human life sciences, and digital technology. UF Online,
Gainesville Regional Utilities (GRU), and Campus USA
Credit Union sponsored this year's Career Discoveries
Day.
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CAREER DISCOVERIES DAY
Attendees engaged with more than 30 exhibiting
companies and nonprofit organizations and heard from
well-versed and talented speakers. Maxwell L.
Minch, a partner at GrayRobinson's Law Firm, served as
the featured keynote speaker. He shared his story of
how he rose to success by creating his own pathway.
Additional

speakers

included:

Karen

Oakey

with

Fracture, who spoke on talent management; Kristin
Schreiner with Junior Achievement, who presented on
JA MyWay Career Pathway; and Tia Brock with The
Education Foundation of Alachua County and Shareen
Baptiste with Dream on Purpose, who co-presented on
how to budget for college. Students were given a
budgeting worksheet and traveled the four corners of
the auditorium. They were challenged to make financial
decisions regarding housing, food, transportation, and
entertainment - as if they were first-time college
students. Seniors and their parents then traveled to the
media center to complete their Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), while other attendees
continued to visit and engage with exhibitors. William
(Bill) Goodman, retired Supervisor of Counselors for the
ACPS, led this workshop with the assistance of Jennifer
Taylor, the current Supervisor of Counselors, and a team
of University of Florida financial aid advisors. They
assisted 15 families in completing their FAFSA.
However, the event didn't end there; the festivities
continued as the DJ from Genius Entertainment played
popular line dances, which brought the students to the
center of the makeshift dance floor, while others
continued to enjoy their pepperoni or cheese pizza from
Leonardo's and visited the photo booth exhibit manned
by Duncan Kabinu photography.

Sponsored by UF Online
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CAREER DISCOVERIES DAY
The event came to a close with exuberant students
racing to the DJ booth to receive their prizes and
giveaways. Two $1,000 scholarships were raffled to
two graduating seniors - one from Buchholz High
School and the other from Santa Fe High School, and
additional giveaways included a tablet, two speakers
and three $100 Fracture gift cards.
"It is a pleasure to host this event from year-to-year,
seeing how the planning committee and I can grow it
to attract more talent, engage local businesses and
increase our capacities to assist and propel students
toward the career pathway of their dreams," says
Chamber Vice President of Education and Talent
Alignment Ian Fletcher, who also spearheads the
Alachua County Education Compact. "The Chamber
believes in pairing the business community with the
academia world to provide better and sustainable
opportunities for our students, who are tomorrow's
workforce."
This

year's

planning

committee

comprised

of

representatives from the ACPS, Santa Fe College,
Junior

Achievement,

the

Education

Foundation,

Fracture and Dream on Purpose.

Partnerships
Alachua County Public Schools
Buchholz High School DECA Club
Education Foundation of Alachua County
Dream on Purpose
Junior Achievement of Alachua County
Santa Fe College

Support
Education Foundation of Alachua County
Wellness Day
A Night in the Big Apple

