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        he sound of celebration and laughter rung throughout Celebration Pointe the
      evening of May 10th, commemorating Gainesville’s first College Signing Day. 

More than 30 students glided across the stage with glee in proclamation of their 
post-secondary plans, whether a 4-year university, 2-year college, vocational 
training or the military. Parents, family members, school administrators, friends 
and members of the Greater Gainesville community gathered to celebrate these 
students for their scholastic achievements.

The Greater Gainesville Chamber and the Gainesville Area Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation, Inc., d.b.a. the Alachua County Education Compact 
(ACEC) piloted this event to celebrate graduating seniors. 

“This community believes in celebrating graduates as they close one chapter of 
their lives and prepare to transition into their post-secondary careers,” said 
Chamber President and CEO Eric Godet. 

Students accepted their certificate of commitment, shook hands 
with Godet, and signed their name on a logo-filled placard. 
Group and individual photos marked the end of the 
high-spirited program, with attendees socializing and dancing 
into the night. 

This event would not have been successful without the support 
of sponsors: Celebration Pointe, Campus USA Credit Union, 
Genius Entertainment, Jones Edmunds & Associates, Inc., 
Midici, Decadent A Coffee and Dessert Bar and Bass Pro Shops.

Each principal of Alachua County’s public and private high 
schools identified five to 10 graduating seniors to participate in 
the pilot. “Because of the success of this year’s program, an 
invitation to participate in next year’s College Signing Day will 
be extended to all Alachua County graduating high school 
seniors who plan to transition into a post secondary career,” 
stated Ian Fletcher, Vice President of Education and Talent 
Alignment. 

Fletcher decided to bring College Signing Day to Gainesville 
after attending a College Signing Day program at the White 
House in July of 2016. This national campaign, championed by 
former First Lady Michelle Obama, offers communities a 
chance to rally around students who are committed to higher 
education. 

For more photos of College Signing Day or more information 
about the Gainesville Chamber’s Alachua County Education 
Compact and its events, visit acedcompact.com. 
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