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About Us
The Alachua County Education Compact (ACEC) is to 

build a bridge to connect the business community, 

faith-based groups, and community service groups 

with the education community to help enhance 

collaborative efforts to improve our schools, our 

community and to develop the whole child. The 

primary purpose of the non-profit foundation is to 

financially invest in today’s learners to empower all 

students to become tomorrow’s earners by funding 

education and workforce development initiatives.The 

ACEC is a Local College Access Network (LCAN)

Mission 
and Vision
Vision: Greater Gainesville to be a global hub of talent, 

innovation, and opportunity. 

 

Mission: To facilitate economic opportunity, business 

success and community progress. 

 

Objective
The Alachua County Education Compact is to 

build a bridge to connect the business 

community, faith-based groups, and 

community service groups with the 

education community to help enhance 

collaborative efforts to improve our schools, our 

community and to develop the whole child. 

The primary purpose of the non-profit 

foundation is to financially invest in today’s 

learners to empower all students to become 

tomorrow’s earners by funding education and 

workforce development initiatives.



2018 - Year in Review
LAPTOP DONATIONS

The Greater Gainesville Chamber's Alachua County Education 
Compact (ACEC) worked with Gainesville Regional Utilities (GRU) 
and CH2M (now Jacobs) to present six new laptop computers to 
Eastside High School for student use. The partnership between 
the three organizations work to bridge the digital divide and 
provide positive reinforcement for academic excellence in 
students who may not have access to technology at home. 
Funding was provided through CH2M's (Jacobs) Bikes-n-Bytes, 
an employer-sponsored program started in 2001 to provide 
positive reinforcement for good behavior and academics. To date, 
the program has donated 676 bikes and 147 computers, laptops 
and tablets to deserving youth at various schools, churches, and 
youth centers in North Florida. CH2M has worked with GRU since 
1973, providing planning and design engineering services and 
overseeing the construction of their water and wastewater 
facilities.

MEET YOUR HOMETOWN 
EDUCATOR TONIGHT!

ACEC hosted a Meet & Greet with Karen Clarke, Superintendent 
of Alachua County Public Schools last January giving our 
community and member businesses an opportunity to meet and 
hear from Superintendent Clarke about the work and progress of 
Alachua County Public Schools.

COMPACT SIGNER'S DINNER

ACEC hosted its second annual Compact Signer's Dinner with 
National Center of the Arts and Technology Founder William (Bill) 
Strickland Jr. as the keynote. Over 80 people attended the event 
at Shula's Steakhouse. Bill spoke passionately about his career 
in helping students gain upward mobility through the National 
Center for the Arts and Technology Career Technical Education 
Programs.



JOB SHADOW

ACEC partnered with Junior Achievement (JA) and Eastside High School to 

schedule a job shadow at MindTree Ltd. Eighteen students from Eastside High 

School attended the job shadow, where they learned about MindTree and its 

careers, heard from the Agile Team, toured the facility, played the Marshmallow 

Challenge & learned Kanban. The Marshmallow Challenge gives a team 18 minutes 

to build the tallest, freestanding structure out of sticks of spaghetti, tape, string and 

one marshmallow. Kanban, created by Toyota®, is a simple tool that helps project 

managers and business owners stay organized by reducing the idle time in a 

production process. 

 

Mindtree treated the students to lunch in their cafeteria.

JAMES PATTERSON'S 
LITERACY CHALLENGE

ACEC sponsored lunch for the University of Florida Department of Education's 

James Patterson's Reading Challenge. The James Patterson Literacy Challenge 

addressed persistent problems by working with schools to change their literacy 

culture - from one where failure is routine and often accepted as inevitable, to one 

where failure is simply not an option. They accomplish this mission through 

transformative professional learning experiences for teachers and school leaders. 

Teachers from Metcalfe and Idylwild elementary schools, along with administrators 

from Terwilliger and Lake Forest, and the District office offer intensive professional 

development and coaching, adoption of evidence-based curricula and instructional 

methods, and efficient and effective use of literacy data.



CAREER TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION CENTER

ACEC worked with the City of Gainesville, Santa Fe College, and Gainesville for All to 

determine if there is a possible need for a Career Technical Education Center. They 

hosted three public forums facilitated by Dr. Hannah Carter, Associate Professor and 

Director of Wedgworth Leadership Institute at the University of Florida at the 

Gainesville Technology Entrepreneurship Center (GTEC). 

There are 14,884 individuals in Alachua County without a high school diploma, with 

an average earning potential of $17,746 per year. The next steps were to put together 

a steering committee to complete a feasibility study/business plan on whether we 

should proceed with this project. Commissioner David Arreola pledged $30,000 

towards the feasibility study. He worked with the Gainesville City Commission and 

together they approved this pledge as part of the city's upcoming budget.

EASTSIDE HIGH 
SCHOOL'S FAFSA NIGHT

ACEC sponsored Eastside High School's Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Night. 

Students and their parents attended FAFSA Night to complete their Financial Aid application. 20 

financial aid applications were completed and three students received a $120 scholarship for 

attending the event.

COLLEGE DISCOVERIES 
DAY

ACEC partnered with Santa Fe College, The Education Foundation of Alachua County’s Take Stock in 

Children program, and Dream on Purpose to host the first College Discoveries Day at GTEC. Over 70 

students and their parents attended the event to hear from first-year college students talk about 

their expectation of college versus their experience. Attendees also received tips for completing a 

college application essay, reminders of deadlines for college applications, and advice on how to 

select and apply to a college. Take Stock in Children alumni returned to discuss their college 

experience. The panelist had two students from the University of Florida, one from Bethune 

Cookman, one student from Florida State University, and one student from Santa Fe College's Police 

Academy.



ALACHUA COUNTY EDUCATION COMPACT 

Parent 

Workbook 

ACEC assembled a committee chaired by Jennie Wise, Executive 

Director of K-12 Curriculum for Alachua County Public Schools, to 

create a workbook for parents of Alachua County Public Schools 

(ACPS). The committee, populated with individuals from ACPS, 

University of Florida, Santa Fe College, Headstart, Alachua County 

Council of Parent Teacher Association (PTA) and the Education 

Foundation of Alachua County, developed three sections of the 

workbook -Getting Started, Supporting Your Student, and 

Preparing for What's Next. 

 

The Parent Workbook will help parents better understand the 

school structure and what is required of their student(s) at each 

grade level, track their student's academic progress, support their 

students with their homework and out-of-classroom projects and 

advocate for their students by developing a relationship with their 

child's teacher from day one.

Partners in Education Breakfast 

ACEC partnered with the Adopt-A-School program to host the Partners in Education breakfast 

last October where more than 100 individuals from our public schools and business 

community came to celebrate school partners and learn how to become a business partner. 

The Greater Gainesville Chamber and the Alachua County Public Schools launched the 

Adopt-A-School program nearly 30 years ago. At that time, there were 58 businesses paired 

with 23 elementary schools. The program now has close to 350 businesses and organizations 

participating with 550 active partnerships in all 40 Alachua County schools. 

 

One of the Chamber’s goal is to build a bridge between businesses and education. The two 

align in many ways. For instance, strong public schools serve as an attraction to new and 

existing businesses (re)locating to the Greater Gainesville region. Our schools rank well 

nationally, and this is due, in part to the fact that many businesses volunteer their time and 

money to encourage our schools, teachers, and students to be the best they can be. 

 

Over 90 people attended the Partners in Education breakfast where students from Williams 

Elementary and GRU presented on their partnership. We honored business partners that have 

supported education for a minimum of five years and as high as 30 years.



ALACHUA COUNTY EDUCATION COMPACT 

Career Discoveries Day

ACEC, Santa Fe College and ACPS hosted the 

fourth annual Career Discoveries Day on 

October 13th at Eastside High School. Career 

Discoveries Day, which featured an exhibition 

and breakout 

 

sessions, offered middle and high school 

students and parents information on college 

and career readiness opportunities. New York 

Times Best Selling Author (Through My Eyes 

with Tim Tebow and Quiet Strength with Tony 

Dungy) and Eastside graduate, Nathan 

Whitaker served as the keynote speaker. Past 

keynotes include John Spence of John 

Spence, LLC, Joe Cirulli of Gainesville Health 

and Fitness Center Inc., and Joleen 

Cacciatore Miller of Gainesville Sports 

Commission. 

 

More than 250 people attended the event, 

where 40 vendors and eight speakers 

participated. $500 scholarships were 

awarded to two graduating seniors, courtesy 

of CampusUSA Credit Union’s title 

sponsorship and 10 financial aid applications 

were completed.

Sponsored by



2018 HIGHLIGHTS 
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