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Gainesville FL, Children in Public Elementary Schools,
Who Scored Below Satisfactory on the English Language
Arts (ELA) -Florida Standards Assesment (FSA),Test for
School ––Year 2015-2016.

Eastside High School
Laptop Donation
On January 18, 2018, Gainesville
Regional Utilities (GRU) and CH2M (now
Jacobs) presented six new laptop
computers to Eastside High School for
student use.
The partnership was brought about
through the Alachua County Education
Compact (ACEC), formed by the Chamber
after meeting with educators and
chamber leaders from Los Angeles to
learn about their education compact.
The partnership between the three
organizations will help bridge the digital
divide and provide positive
reinforcement for academic excellence
in students who may not have access to
technology at home.
Funding is provided through CH2M's
Bikes-n-Bytes, an employee-sponsored
program started in 2001 to provide
positive reinforcement for good behavior
and academics.

Gainesville FL, Children in Public High School
Students (9th and 10th Grade)Who Failed the
2015-2016 Florida Standards Assesment (FSA),
English Language Arts (ELA) Test.by Location
of Non-Profit Programs, Library Branches and
Rehabilitation and Community Centers

FAFSA Night
The Gainesville Chamber Alachua
County Education Compact
sponsored Eastside High School Free
Application for Student Aid (FAFSA)
night last October.
Students and their parents attended
the event to complete their
application for the FAFSA with
Counselors who were available to
answer any question and provide
guidance in completing and
submitting their application. The
sponsorship allowed several students
to receive scholarship dollars for
participating in FAFSA Night.

Junior Acheivement
Job Shadowing at
Mindtree
18 Eastside High School attended a JA
Job Shadow at Mindtree Ltd, where
they learned about the company, its
culture, and careers, they heard from
the Agile Team, toured the facility,
played the Marshmallow Challenge
which is to construct a tower as high
as possible using only spaghetti and
masking tape. The marshmallow must
be placed on the top of the tower. The
tallest tower still standing unassisted
wins.
They learned KanBan a method for
managing the creation of products with
an emphasis on continual delivery
while not overburdening the
development team. Like Scrum, Kanban
is a process designed to help teams
work together more effectively. The
students enjoyed lunch in the cafeteria
at Mindtree. The event was made
possible through the collaboration of
Junior Achievement, Mindtree, and the
Gainesville Chamber Alachua County
Education Compact Foundation.

2017 ACEC Year In Review
1. Worked with the Reggae Shack, to sponsor East Side High School’s At-Risk Student/Parent dinner. This initiative is
supported by Compact Strategy Number Six.
2. Worked with Karen Clarke, who served as Deputy Superintendent at the time, to identify local businesses that would
support student participation in the 2017 VEX Robotics World Championship in Louisville, Kentucky. We identified
sponsors for more than 30 Alachua County Public School students. Eight teams, from J.J. Finley and Norton Elementary
School and Lincoln Middle School, participated in the world championship. This initiative is supported by Compact
Strategy Number One.
3. Sponsored a luncheon at the Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce for the five superintendent finalists. Also, 21 of 28
Compact Signers or member(s) of their organizations spent a half-day interviewing the superintendent finalists. These
initiatives are supported by Compact Strategy Number Three.
4. Worked with the Community Foundation of North Central Florida and Gift Certificates & More (GCM) to provide funding in
support of the Early Learning Development and The Parent Academy training 112 staff members and gifting each staff
member with a year’s subscription to GCM Plus. This initiative is supported by Compact Strategy Number Two.
5. Participated in drafting the Director of Educational Equity’s job description and participated on the interview panel.
This initiative is supported by Compact Strategy Number Two.
6. Worked with Community Foundation of North Central Florida who donated funds to reward our District Guidance
Counselors achievement of a 12.1% increase in graduating seniors completing the Free Application Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA). This initiative is supported by Compact Strategy Number Five.
7. Worked with 4 Rivers Smokehouse to provide meals for Eastside High Schools at Promise/Risk dinners for students and
their parents. Worked with Santa Fe College to provided four-Asus Tablets for Guidance Counselors at Eastside High
School. This initiative is supported by Compact Strategy Number Six.
8. Worked with the United Way of North Central Florida who donated over $22,000 in school supplies (from Publix
Supermarket) to the Compact. The Compact donated the supplies to over 700 students in the Alachua County Public
Schools 21st Century Community Learning Centers. This initiative is supported by Compact Strategy Number Six.
9. The 2017 Career Discoveries Day hosted over 300-students and their parents from middle/high school to learn about
career pathway information from industry leaders. This initiative is supported by Compact Strategy Number Five.

Alachua County Education Compact Donates $22,000
to Local Public Schools
Gainesville Area Chamber of Commerce leads partnership effort with United Way of North Central Florida and Publix to
provide school supplies to local students in need

The Alachua County Education Compact gave more than $22,000 in school supplies to Alachua County
Public Schools. The supplies were donated for use in the School District's 21st Century Learning Centers
(21st CCLC), which operate in 12 schools. The supplies were part of a lot of school supplies originally
donated by Publix to the United Way of Central Florida. Both the United Way of North Central Florida and
the Alachua County School District are represented by signers of the Alachua County Education Compact.
"The Compact's donation to students served by 21st Century Learning Centers is a perfect representation
of how the Compact is designed to work," said Compact Leadership Coucil Chair Dug Jones, who also
serves as Vice President of Economic Development for Santa Fe College. "As the Compact's lead entity,
the Chamber's connection to business, community and education worked to the benefit of these students
by facilitating a contribution via an existing collaboration."
The 21st CCLC supports the creation of community learning centers that provide students (particularly
those who attend high-poverty and low-performing schools) with opportunities for academic enrichment,
personal enrichment, and other activities designed to complement the members of actively participating
students through educational and personal development opportunities.
"Our mission is to positively impact the education, health and financial stability of people living in this
region," said United Way of North Central Florida President/CEO Deborah Bowie. "We are so pleased that
our role as a partner to the Chamber and a signer of the Alachua County Education Compact has
facilitated an immediate use for these school supplies that will assist children today instead of leaving
them packed away until next school year."

I just received the shipment of supplies that you were kind enough to donate to the 21st Century program at
Alachua Elementary School. I cannot thank you enough for your generosity. Our students will benefit so much
from having access to a wealth of supplies this year. It's people like you who give our most vulnerable students
one more reason to be successful. We are truly appreciative.
Renee Long
4th Grade Teacher/21st Century Site Coordinator
On behalf of the students and staff of 21st CCLC at Idylwild Elementary, we would like to send a huge HUG of
THANKS to you for donating these much-needed supplies to our program. We are so grateful and cannot wait to
put the supplies to great use for our students. Thank you very much! ;)
Lilliemarie A. Gore
4th Grade Teacher/Idylwild Elementary
Thank you for making it possible for our students to receive the wonderful supplies. Irby's students are in
Kindergarten through Second Grade and they love to color and draw. They have been very excited about the big
boxes of crayons. The other supplies will be very helpful during homework time. We really appreciate your
generosity and kindness.
Joan Imler
21st Century Co-Coordinator/Irby Elementary
I would like to take a minute to say thank you. The supplies are greatly appreciated and needed. The supplies
were needed and will be used. The students will have the supplies to complete homework and other projects.
Sylenia Browning
21st Coordinator/Lake Forest Elementary
Thank you so much for the generous donation of supplies. Metcalfe is considered one of the "high needs"
schools in Alachua County. Your support and donations make such a HUGE difference in programs like 21st
Century. These supplies will be used throughout the school year and will be given to the students who are in
need. Thank you for thinking of Metcalfe Elementary! Thank you for making a difference!
Brandy Bradshaw
21st Century Director/Metcalfe Elementary
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